
was awarded the Sussex ASA 
President’s Plate in recognition of 
his dedication to swimming and 
his many years of hard work for 
HSSC.

We also organised an awards 
night, fun FUN Gala, a sunny 
Summer BBQ and busy Aqua 
Challenge in Eastbourne. Plus our 
first Training Camp in 3 years is 
also in its final preparation stage!

So, yes the 2016/2017 season has 
been successful, very successful 
even…more successful than ever 
anticipated. So thank you to all 
swimmers and parents, helpers, 
officials, teachers, coaches, and 
committee members… We should 
all be very proud!!!

As for the new 2017/2018 season, 
I have no doubt we are going 
to break more records! For a 
start, we are going to have more 
swimmers than ever attending the 
Sussex Counties. I also expect 
to go to Sheffield in December 
with more National Qualifiers than 
ever…and who knows… finals and 
medals at British Champs. In 
January, we will have our next 
Swimmers/ Parents/ Coaches 
meeting, so let’s see what 
happens… 

Well done to everyone and good 
luck for the next few months.

Olivier Choron
Chairman

 

… this is the message Sacha, our 
Head Coach, now celebrating 
his 1st year anniversary with us, 
keeps telling me, and I think he’s 
right. The 2016/17 season ended 
with amazing results for HSSC: 3 
swimmers at the British Champs, 
1 swimmer at the British Summer 
Nationals, 6 swimmers at the 
English Summer Nationals 
(and one Gold, one silver and 3 
Bronze medals), more swimmers 
than ever qualifying for Summer 
and now Winter Counties, more 
Regional swimmers than ever, 
great results from our Water Polo 
team and a ‘Top of Sussex’ prize 
from our Masters team at the 
recent Sussex Counties! And let’s 
not forget the fabulous results 
achieved by Sally Blick at the 
World Masters Champs.

And that isn’t all! As well as 
our new Head Coach, we’ve 
introduced 2 new squads, more 
training times, 2 new pools (Rye 
and Bodiam), more gym sessions, 
and more teaching groups … all in 
the space of 12 months! We have 
more squad swimmers, coaches, 
judges, committee members and 
helpers than ever, and don’t forget 
that our own Graham Furness 
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An incredible new record number of Hastings 
Seagull swimmers were invited to compete in 
the National swimming competitions held at 
Ponds Forge in Sheffield. 6 high flying Seagulls 
were selected as they had recorded times 
putting them amongst the top ranked swimmers 
in either Britain -top 24 or England -top 20.

Louis Choron (aged 15) was the only Seagull 
selected to compete at the British Championships, 
swimming 100 Backstroke, where he swam a pb to 
finish a fantastic 19th. A week later he was back in 
Sheffield again at the English Nationals swimming in 
2 events, 50 Back, and 100 Free. He again managed 
to pb in both events, qualified for both finals, and 
was awarded a superb Bronze Medal in the 50 
Back, as well as 7th place in the 100 Freestyle.
Also swimming in the English Nationals, Ellie Foster 
(aged 15) swam superbly, smashing her pbs to 
make it to the final of both the 50 and 100 Back. Ellie 
achieved a fantastic Bronze Medal in the 100 and a 
5th place in the 50. 

Leah Williams (aged 15) looked focused and  
strong as she stormed through the 50 Breaststroke 
to take a fantastic 17th place.  Henri Choron (aged 
18) competed in the 200 Individual Medley in the 18
Years and over category and pulled off a brilliant
13th place. JJ Choron (aged 20) competed in the
splash-and-dash 50 freestyle and also the 50
Breaststroke. He produced pbs in both events,
qualified for both finals and was placed a
magnificent 5th in the Breast and 8th in the
Freestyle. Both finger- tip close events.

In the Multi-Classification swims Callum Pearson 
(aged 21) was competing as an S9/S10 in 5 events. 
He won a superb Gold Medal in the 400 Free with a 
massive pb and a staggering 615 British Disability 
Points. He also took home a Silver in the 100 Back, 
a Bronze in the 50 Freestyle, 7th in the 100 Fly and 
16th in the 100 Breaststroke. 

All the Seagull swimmers wish to thank head coach 
Sacha Djerfi and all the coaches at Hastings Seagull 
for their support, advice and training, as well as team 
sponsor Aspray. 

IMPORTANT NEWS FROM  
THE FINANCE COMMITTEE
Please be aware that, in line with most other 
swimming clubs, effective January 1st 2018, 
the ONLY WAY to pay for session fees (Squads 
and Teaching Groups will be by STANDING 
ORDERS. We will no longer be accepting cash 
or cheques. 

Also, we would like to remind you (as per our 
constitution/ British Swimming guidelines), 
that should anyone be TWO (2 MONTHS IN 
ARREARS, swimmers will not be allowed to go 
poolside and swim.  

If you have concerns or would like our bank 
details, please ask the front desk.

Record number of Seagulls 
and Medals at Nationals



camp in Calella, Barcelona.  Its going to be hard 
work, but enjoyable if you train hard now to get  
fit in time. 

Please make sure you check all key dates/ meet. 
See the club calendar on the website.

TFOM REPORT 
2017
On Sat 8th July HSSC hosted the 5th Terry 
Fitzgerald Open Meet.  The competition is 
organised in memory of one of the most popular 
coaches at HSSC who sadly passed away in 
2010. Terry ‘Fitz’ as he was known, was not just 
a remarkable and fun coach, he was an amazing 
fund raiser too.  

In order to keep his memory and values alive, a small 
team organise the event each year and a large team 
of ‘Meet Makers’ contribute to the running of the day.  

This year’s event saw an outstanding record of 
185 County Qualifying Times achieved by HSSC 
swimmers!  Most swimmers earned PBs and for 
many it was their first experience of an open meet 
giving them the confidence to start their racing 
‘career’ in style.  We would like to congratulate 
everybody who achieved something new that day 
and hope you enjoyed the experience. 

TEAM MANAGER’S 
REPORT  
Thank you to everybody who represented HSSC 
in the Sussex League. We enjoyed 3 fantastic 
nights with lots of fun and some great results.  
Get ready forthe Arena League – coming soon! 

I would like to acknowledge the fabulous team 
spirit and good behaviour at the last Black Lion 
Open meet.  Your support for each other ensured 
we brought home many medals and lots of County 
Qualifiers – well done everybody.  Please remember 
to always say your name clearly when you get 
behind the block and always say thank you to the 
official on your lane when you collect your kit after 
your swim.  Without these volunteers the meet 
cannot be licensed so all your hard work would not 
be recognised. 

Speaking of volunteers…. It’s that time of year again 
when we need parents to come forth and help at the 
Santa Chaser. You don’t need to have any specific 
technical skills, and you will be provided with a ‘Meet 
Maker’ tee shirt and fed and watered all day.  If you 
are free to help out on 19th November 2017, please 
speak to Tracy Hedley.  

TRAINING CAMP 2017 – many thanks to Sarah 
Campbell and Beckie Heaton for organising this 
year’s camp.  Plans are well underway for a great 



The Meet is not just about the swimming though!  
It’s a chance for parents and grandparents to get 
involved, work together and give something back 
to the club.  We would like to thank everybody who 
joined the Meet Maker team and made the day go 
swimmingly. 

We also aim to raise funds to purchase vital 
equipment for the club.  We have purchased the 
racing blocks but are trying to raise funds towards a 
new scoreboard and backstroke ledges. This year’s 
event raised a fabulous £3000 towards our target 
but we still have a long way to go, so we are always 
looking for sponsors to cover the expenses incurred.  

If you would like to sponsor an event or one of the 
expenses such as pool hire, medals, etc. , we’d love 
to hear from you.  We also welcome volunteers to 
help with the prep and planning.  Please speak to 
Graham at the front desk if you or your company  
can help.  

Our next open meet is on SUNDAY November 
19th – make sure you’re a part of the action! 

NEWS FROM THE 
FRONT DESK
Monthly Session Fees:
Some parents are in arrears with their monthly 
payments or need to update their standing orders.  
If you are not sure, please see the front desk team 
who can advise if there is an issue that needs to be 
resolved.

New Qualified Coaches:
Bridget Baker-Gardiner, June Berwick, Mark Parris 
and Emma Sargent have all recently completed and 
passed their Level 1 Coaching Qualification.  This 
course involved a considerable amount of work so 
congratulations are due to all four, especially as 
they are volunteers and give their time for free to 
keep our fees as low as possible. 
We are always keen to welcome parents poolside. 

If you are interested in finding out about teaching 
swimming, please speak to the front desk team or to 
our Head Teacher, Ruth.  

Dates for your Diaries:
Club Championships: Thursday 5th October, 
Thursday 16th November and Thursday 14th 
December.

The final heat will feature Open 800m and  
1500m events.

Mini Galas: 23rd November
Teaching Group Assessments: w/c 30th October

Graham Furness
Secretary

WATER POLO  
NEWS FOR 2017 

Your water polo team have set into 2017 
with a new found strength and confidence.  
Following the addition of some new players 
the preseason schedule was packed full with 
seven games against teams from Kent and 
Sussex. 

On April 29th, we travelled to Basingstoke for the 
first leg of the ASA South East Region Men’s Division 
Two competition.  Last year we finished in second 
place and so were looking to better that this year.

We got off to the perfect start with a convincing 
22-4 win over Portsmouth. Hastings attacked 
ferociously in the first quarter, with Alexis Philippidis 
(3) and James Blything (2) scoring five goals between 
them, and Ben Pappiatt scoring with a shot from the 
wing. Philippidis ended up with eight goals, Blything 
six, Pappiatt four, and Ben Chegwin and Adam 
Pearson two apiece.



We then triumphed 18-11 in our second game, 
against a very strong Brighton squad. Two quick 
goals from Philippidis, a well-executed shot by Dave 
Lee and a characteristic bullet from Pearson gave 
Hastings a 4-1 advantage in the opening quarter of a 
tense contest. The second quarter was a tough end-
to-end struggle, but we maintained our three-goal 
cushion, and we ended the third quarter with a very 
handy 13-8 advantage. Hastings were at their best 
during the final period and scored five more times 
against a Brighton team showing signs of fatigue. 

JAMES BLYTHING’S WATER POLO CAREER

Following on from James Blything’s selection in the 
U19 GB Men’s team last year James has been very 
busy doing all he can to train with the best coaches 
and get as much high class competition as possible.  
So far this year James has been to Holland with 
the U19 GB squad, to Hungary with the Crystal 
Palace team where he was voted the most valuable 
player and made it to the National Age Group U19 
competition with the Croydon team.  James is also 
playing with Invicta Marlins men team in the National 
League division four.  
On top of this, James trains once a month in 
Manchester for the whole weekend with the U19 
squad.  Wednesday nights are at Worthing with the 
National League division two team, Thursday nights 
with the Hastings team and Fridays in Crystal Palace.

COME AND COMPETE IN THE LONDON WATER 
POLO LEAGUE JUST LIKE JAMES!  

Hastings Seagull Water Polo are looking to put 
together an U13’s and U15’s water polo team to 
compete in the summer London League in 2017.  
We are looking for new players, boys and girls, 

to join the Monday junior training session at the 
Summerfields Pool between 17:30 to 18:30.  The 
earlier you join the better the teams will be so don’t 
delay!

HSSC Masters 
Swimmers Top Sussex 
Championships 2017
A strong squad of 17 Hastings Seagull Masters 
Swimmers including Samuel Batchelor, Manuel 
Saldana, Tim Bigg, Sally Blick, Michael Day, Peter 
Hall, James Foot, Jayne Gray, Ben Horner, Mike 
Hazelden, Peter King, James Magri, Nicole Martin, 
Tim Pearce, Callum Pearson, Daniel Williams, and 
Nicky Wood, took part on Sunday afternoon at 
Burgess Hill in the Masters Sussex Championships 
2017 and walked comfortably away with the top 
team trophy with 714 points, beating the top club’s 
in Sussex including Brighton and Crawley.

The Seagull Masters also raked up a whole host of 
individual Gold, Silver and Bronze medals, with a 
Gold medal in the mixed relays and achieved some 
excellent personal best times. 

The team is going from strength to strength under 
the watchful eye of their coach Ruth Mattocks, 
they have more members than ever and have now 
proved to be the top Masters Squad in Sussex!




